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T o d a y ’ s  G o s p e l  d e s c r i b e s  h o w  J e s u s  c a l l e d  h i s  f i r s t  d i s c i p l e s  a n d  

t h e  i m m e d i a c y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e s e  m e n  d r o p p e d  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  f o l l o w  

h i m .  W e  c a n  o n l y  b e g i n  t o  i m a g i n e  w h a t  J e s u s ’  p r e s e n c e  m u s t  h a v e  

b e e n  l i k e  t o  i n v o k e  s u c h  a  r e s p o n s e  i n  t h e s e  f i r s t  d i s c i p l e s .  W h i l e  

a  f e w  o f  u s  m i g h t  r e l a t e  t o  s u c h  a  r a d i c a l  c o n v e r s i o n ,  m a n y  o f  u s  

w o u l d  f i n d  s u c h  a  s u d d e n  c h a n g e  i n  o u r s e l v e s  o r  i n  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  

u n s e t t l i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  f e w  t h i n g s  f o r  w h i c h  w e  w o u l d  w i l l i n g l y  d r o p  

e v e r y t h i n g .  A n d  y e t  t h i s  i s  t h e  i m m e d i a c y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e s e  f i r s t  

d i s c i p l e s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  J e s u s .  T h e s e  f i r s t  d i s c i p l e s  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  

d r o p  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  J e s u s  a n d  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  t h e  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

 

G a t h e r  a s  a  f a m i l y  a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  

h a d  t o  “ d r o p  e v e r y t h i n g . ”  ( t h e  c a l l  t o  p i c k  u p  a  s i c k  c h i l d  f r o m  

s c h o o l ,  t h e  c r y  o f  a  h u r t  o r  a n g r y  c h i l d )  H o w  d i d  y o u  f e e l  a b o u t  

h a v i n g  t o  c h a n g e  y o u r  p l a n s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s ?  H o w  d o  w e  

f e e l  w h e n  s o m e o n e  a s k s  u s  t o  d r o p  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  h e l p  h i m  o r  h e r ?  

F o r  m a n y  o f  u s ,  i t  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  d r o p  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  a n o t h e r .  

 

R e a d  S u n d a y ’ s  G o s p e l ,  M a r k  1 : 1 4 – 2 0 .  I n v i t e  y o u r  f a m i l y  t o  i m a g i n e  

w h a t  J e s u s ’  p r e s e n c e  a n d  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e s e  f i r s t  f o l l o w e r s  m u s t  

h a v e  b e e n  l i k e  t h a t  t h e y  r e s p o n d e d  b y  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  t o  

b e c o m e  h i s  d i s c i p l e s .  H o w  m i g h t  o u r  l i f e  c h a n g e  i f  w e  u n d e r s t o o d  

t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  t o  b e  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  i n  o u r  l i v e s ?  

A s k  G o d  t o  h e l p  y o u  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  w i t h  s u c h  

i m m e d i a c y .  P r a y  t o g e t h e r  t h e  L o r d ’ s  P r a y e r .  
 
Collections:   14th Jan Envelopes €   Baskets € 
     No of Envelopes  Direct Debits  

Our thanks and appreciation to all who subscribe so generously to the Parish 
 

 
 
 



 
 

MASS TIMES 
 

Monday & Friday 7.30pm Tuesday-Thursday 10.00am 
 

Borris Parish Website: www.borrisparish.ie            Diocesan Website:  www.kandle.ie 

Parish Centre:    Opening hours from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm. Monday - Friday 
Phone 059 9773128; email borrisparish@gmail.com    Closed Bank Holidays. 

Safeguarding: If you are concerned about the welfare & safety of children or vulnerable adults contact 
the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) – Ms. Joan Treacy  

Mob: 085-8021633, e-mail – dlp@kandle.ie 
 
 

LOCAL ARTISTS RELEASE CD FOR CHARITY EIST 
Eist While We Sing Together is a CD released to raise funds for the Cancer support group Eist; 

this CD is a celebration of life, love and support which Eist provide to many families and 
individuals.  Eist While We Sing Together is a collection of songs and tunes by various local 

groups and artists both young and old. 
The courage and determination of two beautiful women Lisa Grennan  and Eileen Barcoe both 
members of our Lunietuners Tunes group inspired this CD to become a reality.  The CD is now 

on sale from members of all the choirs in the area, Brophy’s, Charlie Nolan’s, Borris Service 
Station, O’Shea’s Centra and in our Parish Centre at a cost of €10 or two for €18.  All monies 

raised will be donated to Eist Carlow.  This would make a perfect Christmas gift while 
supporting a very worthy cause. 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

Those with literal minds will question many things about the Jonah story (Jonah 3:1-5, 10): the great 

fish, the size and population of this immense city, and the conversion of the Assyrians. 

On the other hand, those who really listen to and view this story with ears and eyes of faith will take all 

of these other factors in stride. What is essential is not the size of God’s sea monsters, nor the distances 

to be covered within cities, nor the large numbers of those converted. 

For people of faith, the rather amazing Jonah story contains a far greater message: because the people 

of Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah and turned from their evil ways, God repented of the 

evil that he had threatened to do to them. No person, place or situation is beyond God’s mercy and 

healing reach! 

HAVE A WONDERFUL WEEK
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