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16 t h  F eb ruar y  2020  

The bare minimum 

There are times when we try to get by with the bare minimum. Maybe we have scraped through an exam with the 
minimum of effort, or done a last-minute rush job to complete a work project. Plenty of us know what it’s like to do 
just enough around the house to keep it from descending into total chaos! 

 Perhaps unconsciously, we sometimes take the same approach to our relationships – only phoning a parent 
once in a blue moon to ‘check in,’ or visiting a friend only when we are reminded. It can be easy to slip into a 
pattern of acting out of a sense of duty rather than love. 

 Of course, our faith can go the same way. Are there times when we approach the Eucharist with a niggling 
feeling that something is not quite right? If so, Jesus has some strong words for us in today’s Gospel. If we 
believe that all we are expected to do is ‘follow the rules,’ we have missed something important. Jesus does not 
want us to merely follow the letter of the law. Where is the joy or the challenge in that? He tells us that our virtue 
must go deeper than simply doing the bare minimum. Not only must we not kill, we must not be angry with others. 
Not only must we not break a promise, we must be honest in all our dealings and in our speech. If we approach 
the altar without being on good terms with others, we are not in true communion with God. 

 Obeying the rules is the bare minimum. The Gospel is calling us to a more radical way of living. 

 

Collections:  
    9th February               Envelopes €548      Baskets €607  
    No of Envelopes         42     Direct Debits 3 

Our thanks and appreciation to all who subscribe so generously to the Parish 
 

Mass Schedule: 
Mass on Monday 17th & Friday 21st February at 7.30pm 
Mass Tuesday 18th – Thursday 20th at 10.00 am  

 
Safeguarding: If you are concerned about the welfare & safety of children or vulnerable adults contact 

the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) – Mr. Mick Daly Mob: 085-8021633,   
email – dlp@kandle.ie 

Borris Parish Website: www.borrisparish.ie            Diocesan Website:  www.kandle.ie 
Parish Centre:   Mon/Wed/Fri 9.30 – 12.30, Tues & Thurs 1pm – 4pm 

Phone 059 9773128; email borrisparish@gmail.com    Closed Bank Holidays. 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

CONFIRMATION BORRIS SATURDAY 25TH APRIL AT 11AM BORRIS CHURCH 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION BALLYMURPHY SATURDAY 16TH MAY 12 NOON 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION BORRIS SATURDAY 23RD MAY 11AM 
 

 

Carlow Family Support Group - You Are Not Alone 
Drugs and Alcohol abuse effects families regardless of status in life. You did not cause it, you 
can't control it and you can't cure it. Help is available for those who live with this dreadful disease 
call 085 7872730. 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

"In winter's cold and sparkling snow, 

The garden in my mind does grow. 

I look outside to blinding white, 

And see my tulips blooming bright. 

And over there a sweet carnation, 

Softly scents my imagination. 

 

On this cold and freezing day, 

The Russian sage does gently sway, 

And miniature roses perfume the air, 

I can see them blooming there. 

Though days are short, my vision's clear. 

And through the snow, the buds appear. 

 

In my mind, clematis climbs, 

And morning glories do entwine. 

Woodland phlox and scarlet pinks, 

Replace the frost, if I just blink. 

My inner eye sees past the snow. 

And in my mind, my garden grows." 

-  Cynthia Adams, Winter Garden. 

Have a Wonderful Week





 


