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The Baptism of the Lord

13" January 2019

The Baptism of the Lord

Today’s Gospel tells us that the people were filled with expectation’. It sounds like a very exciting time as
they wonder who this prophet John could be. John must have been a very dynamic and inspiring preacher
as the people speculated if he were the one they had been waiting for. He uses all of this attention for one
purpose: to point people to Jesus. There are many people in our own lives who have pointed us towards
Jesus, perhaps by an invitation to an event or a retreat or by sharing a reflection with us at just the right
time. In them, we see something special and interesting that makes us wonder in our hearts and seek a
little further. They are the John the Baptists in our lives, pointing us towards the Lord like signposts along
the way.

John humbly responds to the people by saying: ‘One who is more powerful than I is coming.’ He
emphasises that it is He who will really set their hearts on fire. While the words concerning ‘winnowing
forks’ seem harsh, we might interpret them as speaking of God'’s power to transform our lives through
Jesus. When Jesus enters into the narrative, Luke emphasises that He is at prayer, and it is then that this
powerful experience of God occurs. A nice meditation for today is to repeat the last sentence of today’s
Gospel, imagining God speaking these words to you: ‘You are my Daughter/Son, the Beloved; with you |
am well pleased.’

Collections: 6t January Envelopes €967 Baskets €610
No of Envelopes 65 Direct Debits 4
Our thanks and appreciation to all who subscribe so generously to the Parish

Mass Schedule
Mass Monday 14" & Friday 18"Jan. at 7.30pm
Mass on Tuesday 15™ - Thursday 17" Jan. at 10am

Borris Parish Website: www.borrisparish.ie Diocesan Website: www.kandle.ie
Parish Centre:
New Opening hours from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm. Monday, Wednesday & Friday
1.00pm to 4.00pm Tuesday & Thursday

Phone 059 9773128; email borrisparish@gmail.com Closed Bank Holidays.
Safeguarding: If you are concerned about the welfare & safety of children or vulnerable adults
contact the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) — Ms. Joan Treacy Mob: 085-8021633,
e-mail — dlp@kandle.ie

Accord Pre-Marriage Courses: Some upcoming course dates for 2019 are: January 11th & 12th,
February 8th & 9th and March 8th & 9th.
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The Three Tenors

are in Concert in The Sacred Heart
Church, Borris, again on

Saturday 16™ February 2019

Tickets are now on sale. Please contact
the Parish Centre for further details.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

CHILDREN’S SAYINGS

A kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. She walked around to look at
the artwork. As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was. The girl replied,
“I'm drawing God." The teacher paused and said, "but no one knows what God looks like. Without missing a beat, or
looking up from her drawing the girl replied, "They will in a minute."

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her 5 and 6 year-olds. After explaining the
commandment "Honour thy Father and thy mother,” she asked, "Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat
our brothers and sisters? Without missing a beat one little boy answered, "Thou shall not Kill."

An honest 7-year-old admitted calmly to her parents that Billy Brown had kissed her after class. "How did that happen?"
gasped her mother. "It wasn't easy," admitted the young lady, "but three girls helped me catch him."

One day a little girl was sitting and watching her mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink. She suddenly noticed that her
mother had several strands of white hair sticking out in contrast to her brunette hair. She looked at her mother and
inquisitively asked, "Why are some of your hairs white, Mom? Her mother replied, "Well, every time that you do
something wrong and make me cry or unhappy, one of my hairs turns white. The little girl thought about this revelation
for a while and then said, "Momma, how come all of grandma's hairs are white?"

A 3-year-old went with his dad to see a litter of kittens. On returning home, he breathlessly informed his mother that
there were two boy kittens and two girl kittens. "How did you know?" his mother asked. "Daddy picked them up and
looked underneath," he replied. "I think it's printed on the bottom."

The children had all been photographed, and the teacher was trying to persuade them each to buy a copy of the group
picture. "Just think how nice it will be to look at it when you are all grown up and say: "There's Jennifer; she's a lawyer,
or that's Michael. He's a doctor.” A small voice at the back of the room rang out, "And there's the teacher. She's dead".
A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood. Trying to make the matter clearer, he said, "Now, boys, if
| stood on my head, the blood, as you know would run into it, and | would turn red in the face." "Yes, sir," the boys said.
"Then why is it that while | am standing upright in the ordinary position, the blood doesn't run into my feet? A little fellow
shouted, "Cause yer feet ain't empty."

For weeks, a 6-year old lad kept telling his first-grade teacher about the baby brother or sister that was expected at his
house. One day the mother allowed the boy to feel the movements of the unborn child. The 6-year old was obviously
impressed, but he made no comment. Furthermore, he stopped telling his teacher about the impending event. The
teacher finally sat the boy on her lap and said, "Tommy, whatever became of that baby brother or sister you were
expecting at home?" Tommy burst into tears and confessed, "l think Mommy ate it!"

On the first day of school, the Kindergarten teacher said, "If anyone has to go to the bathroom, hold up two fingers." A
little voice from the back of the room asked, "How will that help?"

When | was six months pregnant with my third child, my three year old came into the room when | was just getting ready
to get into the shower. She said, "Mommy, you are getting fat! | replied, "Yes, honey, remember Mommy has a baby
growing in her tummy." "I know," she replied, "but what is growing in your butt?"

HAPPY NEW YEAR,




