PARISH NEWS

The Baptism of The Lord
12" January 2020

Baptism of Jesus

John the Baptist was driven by one mission: to point people to Jesus, to prepare the way for Jesus. Yet John
is uneasy in this account of Jesus’ baptism. The moment has arrived but he is standing before someone much
greater than himself and is being asked to minister. John feels unqualified, unworthy of such a task. After
some persuasion ‘John gave into him’ and accepted his responsibility. This is a lesson to all of us, not to let
feelings of inadequacy stop us from carrying out our various missions and vocations in our lives. Jesus
explains to John that this is necessary as a sign for the beginning of his ministry, a public statement of
identity.

Today we might consider our own baptism and what it means to us. At that moment we were anointed as
priests, prophets and Kings. To what extent do we live this out in our Christian lives? John points us towards
Jesus and we can ask, do we also point the way to Jesus for others? How can we be a signpost for others?

Remember today those who pointed the way for you at various times in your life. Maybe a chaplain in school
or college, a teacher, grandparent, a friend, a retreat you participated in. At various times in our lives we meet
these ‘signposts’ which help us to grow in our faith and deepen our awareness of Christ’s love. Let us celebrate

all of these ‘baptismal’ moments today.

Collections:
22" December Envelopes €794 Baskets €586
30" December Envelopes €330 Baskets €890
No of Envelopes Direct Debits 7

Our thanks and appreciation to all who subscribe so generously to the Parish

Mass Schedule:
Mass on Monday 13" & Friday 17" January at 7.30pm
Mass Tuesday 14" — Thursday 16" at 10.00 am

MEETING RE : 2020 CELEBRATIONS
This year our Parish Church in Borris, the Sacred Heart, celebrates its 200th
Anniversary. We are looking for ideas on how to celebrate this as a Parish. A
meeting will be held in the Parish Centre on Wednesday 15t January at 8pm
to discuss this. All are welcome to attend.
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Safeguarding: If you are concerned about the welfare & safety of children or vulnerable adults contact

the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) — Mr. Mick Daly Mob: 085-8021633,

Borris Parish Website: www.borrisparish.ie

Parish Centre:

email — dip@kandle.ie

Diocesan Website: www.kandle.ie

Mon/Wed/Fri 9.30 — 12.30, Tues & Thurs 1pm —4pm
Phone 059 9773128; email borrisparish@gmail.com Closed Bank Holidays.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Happy New Year

Brush away old heartaches.
Learn from our mistakes.
Another year is finally over.
A new dawn awakes.

Let the old year out.
Welcome the new one in.
Bury the bad things of the past
As a new year now begins.

Make your New Year wishes
As simple as you can.
Pray for peace and love,
Not for wealth or fame.

Pray for health and happiness.
Pray for your fellow man.
Pray for all the ones you love.
Pray for those who've lost their way.

As the midnight hour chimes,
We leave the old and embrace the new.
| wish the things you wish for yourself,
And may God’s love stay with you.

HAPPY NEW YEAR

by John P.Read
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