nniversaries for Week Endin}g
12" 7 13" September 2026

=

Ballymurphy: Anniversary Mass:
Brigid Doran Moycullen
OO
Rathanna: Anniversary Mass:
Josie McAteer Killedmond
OO-
Borris: First Anniversary Mass:
John Lawless Newtown Borris
also, anniversary Mass for John Lennon Goolin
OO
We also remember...
Thomas Breen Coonogue and deceased
members of the Breen family,
Ellen Murphy Coonogue,

John, Annie & Cecilia Lennon Ballytiglea,
Margaret Walsh Ballynattin and her son Mick
Walsh Ballynattin,

Patrick Cunningham Cournellan & Raheny.

w4, May they rest in peace
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Safeguarding

The Parish of Borris in common with all other parishes is
committed to safeguarding the children of their parish.

If you are concerned about the welfare & safety of children or
vulnerable adults, contact:

Director of Safeguarding: Ms. Ms Michele Hughes
Mob: 086-171 0643 or Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie

Weekly Parish Envelopes

It is that time of year again when the Parish Envelopes
are due for distribution. The monies collected go to the
day to day running expenses of the Parish as well as
special envelopes for the Support of the Priest of the
Parish, Monthly Renovation Fund, Mission Sunday,
Peter’s Pence, Retired Priest Fund and November Dead
List.

I would ask those who normally distribute the envelopes

in their area to collect them any morning in the Parish
Office.

If you are new to the Parish and wish to contribute to its
running and upkeep please contact the Parish Office and
we can arrange envelopes for you.

Again, a sincere thanks to our distributors and to all who

support the collections throughout the year.
Fr Rory
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National Synodal Pathway Update

Preparations are continuing for the National Synodal
Assembly, which will take place in October. Working
groups from across the country are reflecting on the key
priorities identified through the synodal process and
helping to shape the next stage of the Church’s journey
in Ireland.

To learn more and view the latest video update from Fr
Declan Hurley, Chairperson of the National Synodal
Pathway, and Patricia Carroll, member of the National
Synodal Pathway and Pastoral Coordinator for the
Archdiocese of Dublin, please visit:
https://theway.ie/the-irish-synodal-pathway-
progress-and-purpose/

St Faustina Weekend

A St Faustina Weekend will take place in St Mary’s
Church, Convoy Co Donegal F93FX66 on 3 and 4
October. It will consist of prayer and reflection on
Divine Mercy Devotions. Led by Fr Eamonn Kelly,
the weekend will invite all to come to know the
Person of Divine Mercy. You are invited to come to
all or part of the weekend.
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Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin
Pastoral Letter — August 2026

Dear friends, I am writing this Pastoral Letter in response to the
new reality that now faces us in Kildare and Leighlin Diocese.
The decline in the number of priests, as some are recalled by
their own orders or returned to their own dioceses, continues to
present significant challenges. I am also very conscious of the
age profile of our priests, many of them serving parishes, long
beyond the acceptable retirement age in the secular world.
While we continue to earnestly pray for vocations to the
priesthood, we also must deal with these stark realities.

I acknowledge and appreciate that when a priest is moving on
from a parish it can be difficult, both for the priest himself, and
for parishioners with whom a relationship has been built.
Following the recent announcement of diocesan changes, I
want to once again thank all those priests involved in the
changes this year for the great contribution they have made to
their parishes and to their previous appointments — a
contribution that is deeply appreciated by all.

Change 1s never easy, particularly when it involves those close
to us or impacts our own lives in a very real way. This is very
acute in the parish setting. Our diocese has 56 parishes and 117
churches who find their home now within 11 Pastoral Areas.
This year’s diocesan changes will require adjustments, greater
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cooperation and a willingness to do things differently at
Pastoral Area level.

The shortage of priests inevitably sharpens the focus on parish
schedules and workloads. This will necessitate a deeper look
at the sacramental activities in each parish, the Mass times,
particularly where Mass times clash, optimum locations, the
different chaplaincies (schools, hospitals, nursing homes etc)
and how services can be delivered more efficiently by working
more closely together. With any discussion on the number of
Masses, there is also the fear of a reduction in income, so I
thank you for your generosity and ask you to continue to find
ways to support your parish. All this will have obvious
implications for the individual parishes within each Area and I
urge all priests and people to engage wholeheartedly in this
process in which these difficult decisions are discerned and
acted upon.

[ am aware that our priests carry an enormous burden of
responsibility and are expected to be available 24/7 to cope
with all kinds of situations, meet all kinds of challenges and
attend so many gatherings and functions beyond their normal
sacramental duties — more than that could be too great a
challenge. I ask parishioners not to make unreasonable
demands or to have unrealistic expectations of their priest. The
pastoral needs of parishes are centred around the sacraments
and the Eucharist, and these must be the top priority of every
priest.

I have ordained 16 permanent deacons, and we have 25 lay
pastoral ministry students, who are about to begin Year II of
their two-year Diploma. Both are and will be tremendous
assets to parishes. Lay involvement, with the support of priests
and deacons, i1s one way in which we can continue to nourish
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the faith of all and sustain our parishes as vibrant faith-filled
Gospel communities. Lay-led prayer services, funeral and
baptism ministries, sacramental preparations and volunteerism
around the liturgical life of the church are essential. Supporting
cach other in these tasks is double edged — priests/deacons need
to allow and encourage lay involvement in an even greater way
than 1s happening right now and lay people need to step up into
greater roles.

I believe we must now pause and step back while thinking
about more available and sustainable solutions, praying that the
Holy Spirit will help us understand ‘What is God saying to the
diocese of Kildare and Leighlin at this time?’

The synodal journey our Church has embarked on in recent
years, reminds us that the most important sacrament is baptism
— our baptism. It is out of a deeper and richer understanding of
what our baptism means that we all begin to find our place in
the Church today.

What we are experiencing in Kildare & Leighlin is no different
to any other diocese in Ireland. However, we must never forget
the Church belongs to Christ whom we serve and, as St. Oscar
Romero reminded us, “we may never see the end results, but
that is the difference between the master builder and the
worker. We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not
messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own”. 1 see this
as a time that 1s certainly challenging but is also hope-filled.
There will always be changes in life, but there are realities
which do not change and that is our faith in God “who can do

immeasurably more than we can ever ask or imagine”
(Eph.3:20).

+ Bishop Denis Nulty Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin

6/23



St Michael
The Archangel
of Divine Mercy

Missi

St Mary’§ Cathedral, Kllkemﬂ (Procession with the
Diocese - Ossory Pilgrim Statue of St
2 Michael with the Sword
6 - 9:00 PM by the Knights of
Friday 18 Sept 2026 The Most Holy Blessed
7 - Sacrament (Derry)
5:00 pm Confessions W \-
6:00 pm Holy Mass + Talk 1
Talk 2
Eucharistic Healing Service and Benediction (Talk 1) The Majestic Power of
Veneration of the first class relic of St Faustina St Michael and the holy angels
Anointing with blessed oil of St Michael
Veneration of St Michael sword (Talk 2) St Michael The Archangel
kSt Michael scapular Investiture ) of the Divine Mercy

Fr Peter Prusakiewicz (CSMA) from Congregation of St Michael the Archangel is the chief
editor of The Angels, messengers from a loving God, a quarterly publication.

His main charisma and expertise is on St Michael the Archangel and the Holy Angels which
has led to him becoming a sought after inspirational speaker on these topics and the Divine
Mercy for over twenty five years.

Between 1993 — 1996, Father Peter served as Chaplain to the Congregation of the Sisters
of Our Lady of Mercy in Warsaw where Saint Faustina started her religious life.

St Mary’s Cathedral, James Street, Kilkenny, R95 NH60

Contact: Patrick Phone: 086-852-2624 Miriam Phone: 086-170-5363

After the service: Opportunity to purchase St Faustina Rosary beads, scapulars of St Michael,
White stones in delicate reliquary, St Michael’s oil, books, and more - CASH ONLY NO Card Machine
Bio - www.stmichaelthearchangel.info
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Season of Creation 2026

Each year from September 1 to October 4, the Christian
family unites for this worldwide celebration of prayer and
action to protect our common home.

This year’s theme is
“Living Water”

See www.seasonofcreation.org to access all the
materials and to link to a live worldwide online opening
prayer at 2pm Irish time on Tuesday, September 1.

Season of Creation Prayer

Creator God, Creator of life,
fountain of living water,
Your Spirit hovers over the waters,
breathing life into creation.

As we enter this Season of Creation,

open our eyes to the beauty of your Earth
and the cry of our common home.
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Forgive us for the ways we have polluted your gifts
and neglected the vulnerable.

Flow through us with your healing grace.
Revive our commitment to safeguard your creation,
stand with those suffering from the climate crisis,
and walk gently on this earth.

May justice and peace flow
like a never-failing stream.

Amen.

Study Theology Online

Is this for you? The Priory Institute provides online
Theology courses to degree level. Attend Saturday lectures in
Tallaght or from the comfort of your own home. Register
now to begin on 19" September.

Find out more on our website, prioryinstitute.com

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in or hour battle. Be
our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil;
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, thrust into hell
Satan and all evil spirits who wander through the world for the
ruin of souls. Amen.
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S an Chrot, St Patrick’s Kiltegan
Autumn Grace Retreat

This weekend retreat offers an opportunity to look back
on the year and on the journey of our lives, in the gentle
light of God’s grace. Through guided reflection, prayer,
silence, time nature and shared conversation.

Friday 18™ September to Sunday 20™ September,
price €315 including accommodation and meals.

Enquires to Michele Sinnott, slianchroi@spms.ie or
phone 089 4690508.

Important Dates in the
Parish of Borris
2026

Mass of the Holy Angels
Remembering children who died before and after birth

Wednesday 18t November

7.30pm
Sacred Heart Church Borris

Mass for those who Died during the Year
Wednesday 25th November

7.30pm
Sacred Heart Church Borris
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September Collection for
The Support of Priests

The Autumn Collection for the financial support of
Priests 1s taken up at this time of the year. For those who
have the Box of Parish Envelopes there is a special
envelope for this purpose.

There are also envelopes available in the Churches for
this purpose that can be returned at any mass or dropped
into the Parish Office.

If you wish to donate online via bank transfer the Bank
Details are as follows:

Borris Parish Clergy Fund A/C:

IBAN IE38 BOFI 9065 1582 6735 66
BIC BOFIIE2D
BANK OF IRELAND BAGENALSTOWN

I would like to thank you most sincerely for your
continued financial and spiritual support of me as your
Parish Priest. In times that are financially hard on so
many your support of me is greatly appreciated.

Fr Rory
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Irish Cancer Society
Volunteer Driver Service

The Irish Cancer Society is expanding the volunteer
driver service in the Carlow and Laois area, and we are
seeking compassionate volunteer drivers to join our pool
of drivers. We are specifically looking for drivers who can
take patients to Naas Hospital, as well as St James’
Hospital and the Mater Hospital in Dublin. Gifting your
time means that cancer patients will have comfortable (one
on one) transport to attend appointments for their
lifesaving treatment.

If you can spare 2 days per month, have a valid driving
license, and a safe, reliable vehicle, you are the perfect
candidate to make a significant difference. Your generosity
not only eases the journey for many during a challenging
time but also offers comfort and support when it's needed
most.

For more information and to become a volunteer driver,
please contact Monica or Emily
at volunteer@irishcancer.ie.

Job Vacancy — ACCORD CLG Executive Director

Accord CLG is seeking an Executive Director who will be
the chief executive officer of Accord CLG and be
responsible for providing strategic and operational
leadership across the organisation. The deadline for
applications is 12 noon on Monday, 28 September

2026. For more information,

visit www.forvismazars.com/ie/en/executiverecruitment
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Masses in our Deanery/Pastoral Area

Borris Parish Mass Times

Weekly Mass Times

Saturday Ballymurphy 7.30pm
Sunday Rathanna 9.30am
Borris 11.00am
Wednesday Borris 10.00am
Friday Borris 7.30pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place in the Sacred Heart
Church, Borris each Wednesday after the 10am mass until 1.00pm.

Graiguenamanagh Mass Times
Saturday: Mass in Duiske Abbey at 7.00pm
Sunday: Mass in Skeoughvosteen at 9.30am

Mass in Duiske Abbey at 11.00am

Monday to Friday: Mass in Duiske Abbey at 10am

St. Mullins Mass Times 2026

Mass Times for the Year 2026
Saturday Night Mass: Drummond at 7.00pm

Sunday Mass: Glynn at 10am
Holyday of Obligation Mass: Drummond at 10am
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Wednesday Mass: Drummond at 9.30am

Thursday: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
2.00pm Drummond

Drummond Church is open daily for private visits.

Paulstown Mass Times
Saturday: Mass in Goresbridge at 7.30pm
Sunday: Mass in Goresbridge at 10.00am

Mass in Paulstown at 11.30am

Do you have a Notice for the Parish News?

If your group / club / organisation has a notice that they wish to
be included in the Parish News please forward the details to
borrisparish@gmail.com by 12 noon on Thursdays for inclusion

in the following week’s edition.

The Parish News can be found on the Parish Website
www.borrisparish.ie and on various local Facebook pages.
Inclusion in the Parish News i1s at the discretion of the editor.

Fr Rory
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The Mother and Baby
Institutions Payment Scheme

The Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme launched in
March 2024 following the Government agreed actions arising
from the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby
homes and certain related matters.

The Payment scheme provides financial payments, and health
supports to eligible people who spent time in Mother and Baby
and County Home Institutions in Ireland.

Eligibility criteria can be found online, (website below) or by
post

Visit: www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-
and-equality/campaigns/mother-and-baby-institutions-
payment-scheme/

Contact Helpline: 01 522 9922
(call to request application pack)

All applications are handled
with care, dignity and full confidentiality.

Library News
Get 7-day access to your local library, 8am to 10pm!
My Open Library 1s the self-service initiative that lets you use
library facilities beyond regular opening hours from 8am to

10pm, seven days a week! At participating libraries during
these times, you can Borrow and return books; Read and Study
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in a quiet space; Access Wi-Fi and computers; Print, scan and
photocopy; Use meeting Spaces

Singing For Wellbeing started back in Borris Library
Wednesday 2" September, 9.45am to 10.45am,
Email ckinsella@carlowcoco.ie or phone Borris Library at
059 9170350 to join up!

My Open Library operates 365 days a year and operates in
Tullow, Bagenalstown & Borris Library Branches.

For more info: Drop in to Borris Library
Or contact us on 059 9170350

Forever Fit Carlow

Balance and resistance training
Borris, Myshall, Carlow & Tullow

Further information: Email: foreverfitcarlow@gmail.com
Phone: 085 801 4138

Radio Maria Ireland

Radio Maria Ireland 1s a Catholic Radio Station. It offers
prayers, teachings, and music to deepen one's faith, and
encourages us to keep growing in the faith on a daily basis.
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We broadcast 24/7, on three pillars being that of
1. Prayer & Catechesis,
2. Music

3. Human Formation.

Further information can be found on www.radiomaria.ie.

You can listen to Radio Maria:

via Digital TV - Saorview Channel 210

Download our FREE App “RADIO MARIA IRELAND”
Streaming on our WEBSITE - www.radiomaria.ie

Via our ‘Listen Live Radio’ link on our Facebook Page.
Via PHONE — get live radio feed by calling

+353 (0) 1 437 3277 (no extra charges apply).

Via DAB Radio in Leinster area

MABS Money Advice T Budgeting Service

South Leinster Money Advice & Budgeting Service
Carlow MABS
72d Tullow Street
Carlow
Tel. 0818 072 070

Free, independent and confidential
Money Management and Advice Service
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Assisting people in dealing with their depts, mortgage arrears
and helping them manage their resources. MABS offers free
Dept Relief Advice under Personal Insolvency options. Money
Management Sessions provided for Transition/Leaving Cert
Students and Community Groups.

Carlow County Council Register of Electors

Even if you receive a polling card, you now need to add your
PPSN, date of birth and Eircode to the register.

You can update your details at checktheregister.ie or by paper
form.

If you need assistance, Carlow County Council Register Staff
will be happy to help you on:

059 9170332 / 059 9170308 / 059 9172448
or email: register@carlowcoco.ie

Jennifer Murnane O Connor’s TD Clinic

Minister of State Jennifer Murnane O’Connor’s Clinics will
now be held every 2nd Wednesday in The Family Resource
Centre, Royal Oak Road, Bagenalstown. Starting from
Wednesday 18" March. Times are 10.30am to 12.30pm.

For further information, please contact the
Constituency office on 059-9170754
or email jennifer.murnaneoconnor@oireachtas.ie
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Southeast Family Support Network,

HAVE YOU BEEN IMPACTED BY ANOTHER’S DRUG
OR ALCOHOL USE?

You don’t have to face it alone. The Carlow Peer Family
Support Group ‘You Are Not Alone’ is here for you. We offer
a safe, non-judgemental space of understanding and
compassion where you can:

Share your experiences. Meet with family members in similar
situations and who ‘get it’. Receive support that will support
you to look at practical solutions and effective responses
learning how caring for yourself can support the whole family.

Contract 085-7872730 or 086-6045805 for details

SUPPORT FOR YOURSELF CAN HELP THE WHOLE FAMILY
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Accent Dance School

Every Thursday at 6.30pm in Borris Town all

* FEEL BETTER. MOVE BETTER. *

b
AFEENT

\ DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS (BEGINNERS) |
¢ ' Q@ BoRRIS TOWN HALL

EVERY THURSDAY
6:30 pm

@  INTERNATIONAL-LEVEL TEACHER

@ VOLODYMYYR BELEI
30+ years experience
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

START YOUR FIRST CLASS

AW 2| T THuRsDAY

@w/m 087 361 4053
) ¢ LIMITED SPACES - BOOK TODAY! 3¢

MOVE BETTER. FEEL LIGHTER. LIVE MORE.

20/ 23



Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is a Catholic
movement, now formally recognised by the Holy See
— its Statutes were approved by the Vatican on 11
March 2026 in the presence of Cardinal Kevin
Farrell. For over fifty years, Marriage Encounter
Weekends have helped thousands of couples across
Ireland and the world to deepen their relationship
with each other and with God, through the gift of
communication, renewed commitment, and shared
faith. This is truly a weekend like no other.

Weekend Details:
Venue: Focolare Centre,
Curryhills,
Prosperous, Co. Kildare

Dates: Friday 2nd — Sunday 4th October 2026

Arrival: Friday from 7:00 p.m.,
programme concludes Sunday approx. 4:30 p.m.

Register at: www.marriageencounter.ie
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Readings for...
24 Sunday in Ordinary Time

12t &F 13t September 2026

First Reading

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus.

Resentment and anger, these are foul things, and both are found
with the sinner. He who exacts vengeance will experience the
vengeance of the Lord, who keeps strict account of sin.

Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you, and when you pray,
your sins will be forgiven.

If a man nurses anger against another, can he then demand
compassion from the Lord? Showing no pity for a man like
himself, can he then plead for his own sins? Mere creature of
flesh, he cherishes resentment; who will forgive him his sins?

Remember the last things, and stop hating, remember
dissolution and death, and live by the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not bear your neighbour
ill-will; remember the covenant of the Most High and overlook
the offence.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Response: The Lord is compassion and love, slow to
anger and rich in mercy.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord

all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord

and never forget all his blessings.
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Response: The Lord is compassion and love,
anger and rich in mercy.

It is he who forgives all your guilt,

who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,

who crowns you with love and compassion.
Response: The Lord is compassion and love,
anger and rich in mercy.

His wrath will come to an end;
he will not be angry forever.
He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our faults.
Response: The Lord is compassion and love,
anger and rich in mercy.

For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins.
Response: The Lord is compassion and love,
anger and rich in mercy.

Second Reading

slow to

slow to

slow to

slow to

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans.

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we
live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so
that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ
both died and came to life, it was so that he might be Lord both

of the dead and of the living.

The word of the Lord.

23 /23



