
​Anniversaries for Week Ending​
​January 31​​st​​& February 1​​st​​2026​

​Ballymurphy​​:​​Anniversary​​Mass:​
​Kitty Byrne Cournellan​

​Rathanna​​: First Anniversary Mass:​
​James (Jimmy) Coady Rathanna​

​Borris:​​Anniversary Mass​
​Birdie McCabe Woodlawn Park​

​Pat Hynes Woodlawn Park​
​Liam (Billy) Hayden Crannagh​
​Marie Murphy Killedmond​
​Mary & Dan Kavanagh Clonagoose​
​John Doyle Kilcoltrim​
​Ciss Rapple Tomduff​
​Paddy Carter Upper Cottages​
​Joan Quinn Mountain View Borris​
​Jim Kennedy his parents Patrick & Elizabeth, his sister​
​Sr.  Veronica and his brother Michael, Cournellan​
​Joseph O’Neill & Mary Odegard Slyguff​
​Ned Coleman Station Road​
​Mary & Oliver Breen Rathgeran Ballymurphy​
​Nan Treacy 1 Station Road​
​Michael & Annie Farrell Ballycowan Kildare​

​Shannon Leitch Woodlawn Park, funeral mass at 10am​
​Monday 2​​nd​​February followed by private cremation.​

​Sean​ ​Stapleton​ ​Knocksquire,​ ​reposing​ ​at​ ​his​ ​residence,​ ​Villa​
​View,​ ​Knocksquire,​ ​Sunday​ ​1st​ ​and​ ​Monday​ ​the​ ​2nd​ ​of​
​February​ ​from​ ​2-8pm.​ ​Prayers​ ​each​ ​evening​ ​at​ ​7.30pm.​
​Funeral mass in Rathanna on Tuesday 3​​rd​​February at 2pm​
​followed by burial in the adjoining cemetery.​
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​Safeguarding​

​The Parish of Borris in common with all other parishes is​
​committed to safeguarding the children of their parish.​

​If you are concerned about the welfare & safety of children or​
​vulnerable adults contact:​

​Director of Safeguarding: Ms. Michele Hughes​
​Mob: 086-1710643​

​or Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie​

​Visiting the Sick & Housebound​

​Fr Rory will call to those on his sick and housebound list in​
​the coming week.​

​Thursday 5​​th​​February: Ballymurphy & Rathanna areas​
​Friday 6​​th​​February: Borris area.​

​If you know of someone who would appreciate communion to​
​their home please do not hesitate to contact me:​ ​059 977 3128​

​or 087 271 4161or borrisparish@gmail.com​
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Masses in the Coming Week 
 

 

Monday 2nd February  

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

 

Mass at 10am in the Sacred Heart Church Borris 

(Funeral Mass for Shannon Leech, Woodlawn Park) 

 

Blessing of Candles 

 

All Welcome 

 

 

 

Tuesday 3rd February  

Feast of St. Blaise 

 

Prayer Service at 10am in the Sacred Heart Church Borris 

 

Followed by the Blessing of Throats 

 

(Funeral Mass for Sean Stapleton, Rathanna, 2pm) 

 

All Welcome 
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Volunteer Opportunity with Rainbows Ireland – Carlow Town 

 

Rainbows Ireland is inviting people with a genuine interest in 

supporting children and young people to volunteer with our 

long-established Rainbows Centre in Carlow Town. Managed 

directly under Rainbows Head Office, this Centre delivers 

9-week Rainbows Peer Support Groups for children and 

young people who have experienced parental separation or 

bereavement. 

 

Our Rainbows Peer Support Groups are delivered by trained 

Volunteer Facilitators and serve children and young people in 

Carlow Town and surrounding areas. Volunteers play a vital 

role in ensuring these young people have access to 

understanding, support, and a safe space at a time of loss. 

 

Who we are looking for: 

 

We warmly welcome volunteers who: 

Have experience working with children or young people 

Have a compassionate, supportive manner 

Can commit time, energy, and consistency 

Value being part of a meaningful, child-centred service 
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Training & Support: 

 

All facilitators complete an initial 4-day online training 

programme with Rainbows Ireland before joining the Carlow 

Town team. New volunteers are paired with an experienced 

Rainbows Facilitator and will work alongside them until fully 

confident with the materials, group processes, and resources. 

 

What the Role Involves: 

 

Small group sizes (maximum of 8 participants per group) 

Groups run in 9-week blocks, 1 hour per week.  Volunteers 

commit 2 hours once a week, for two 9-week cycles per year.  

This level of consistency is essential. If you cannot commit 

the required time, we sincerely appreciate your interest, but 

ask that you do not apply at this time. Without an active 

volunteer team ready to facilitate groups, families must be 

told we cannot offer a place – something we are keen to 

avoid. 

 

Interested in Joining Us? 

 

If you believe you have the right skill set, commitment, and 

heart for this meaningful work, we would love to hear from 

you: 

 

Email:  Geraldine Kelly – CEO, Rainbows Ireland 

📧 geraldine@rainbowsireland.ie 

 

Learn More: 

Visit www.rainbowsireland.ie to learn more about our 

programme, impact, and training. 
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Rainbows Ireland is a national charity funded by the Child 

and Family Agency | Tusla. In 2027, we proudly celebrate 40 

years of supporting children and young people in their time of 

loss. We deeply value our volunteers and all frontline service 

providers who partner with us to ensure local, accessible 

support for children and young people across Ireland. 
 
 
 

Rainbows Carlow 
 

Now has a new email and phone number to contact Carlow 

Rainbows. 

 

rainbows.carlowtown@gmail.com   

&  

087 1256199 

 

The spring term of peer support groups commences on Mon 

23rd Feb, at 4.30pm in Askea Parish Centre. 

 

New facilitators to help with facilitating groups are always 

welcome and support is provided please get in touch if you 

would be interesting in volunteering with us. 
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Invitation to Kildare and Leighlin Parishioners  
 

Baptised and Sent in Lent  

Exploring the Lenten Sunday Gospels 

 
Our diocesan Commission for Liturgical Formation and 

Diocesan Synod Committee are inviting parishes, groups and 

individuals to make this new, short series a centre piece of 

their Lenten journey this year.  

 

Can you give one hour a week, for five weeks, to join with 

others to reflect on the Sunday Gospel and its links to what it 

means to be baptised, as well as its links to some of the 

pastoral priorities that have emerged in synod conversations in 

our diocese and beyond? Would you like to find out more 

about being part of, or even running this series locally? 

 

 

An information session on this series and its delivery will take 

place in Newbridge Parish Centre on Tuesday, 3rd 

February. Tea/coffee available from 7 pm. Information 

session starts promptly at 7:30 pm- 9:00 pm.  

 

Registration essential through fds@kandle.ie.  

 

It is possible to attend via zoom, you can make a zoom 

registration here:  Zoom Registration Link for Information Session Baptised 

and Sent in Lent or contact fds@kandle.ie  
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Do you have a Notice for the Parish News? 

 

If your group / club / organisation has a notice that they 

wish to be included in the Parish News please forward 

the details to borrisparish@gmail.com by 12 noon on 

Thursday’s for inclusion in the following week’s 

edition. 

 

The Parish News can be found on the Parish Website 

www.borrisparish.ie and on various local Facebook 

pages.  Inclusion in the Parish News is at the discretion 

of the editor.  Fr Rory 

 
 

Bagenalstown Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2026 
 

13th June 2026 for 5 nights.  

Group Leader Geraldine Monahan. 

 

For Information see the poster on the Notice Board in 

Borris, Rathanna & Ballymurphy Churches. 

 

To make further enquiries contact Geraldine Monahan at 

087 416 6808.  

 

There is also info for making Bookings with: 

Joe Walsh Tours 01 241 0800  

or email: info@joewalshtours.ie 

 

I look forward to joining this pilgrimage myself!  Fr Rory 
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Important Dates 
in the 

Parish of Borris 
2026 

 

Annual Mass for the Sick 
 

Wednesday 11th February 
7.30pm 

Sacred Heart Church Borris 

 
Mass of the Holy Angels 

Remembering children who died before and after birth 
 

Wednesday 16th November 
7.30pm 

Sacred Heart Church Borris 

 
Mass for those who Died during the Year 

 

Wednesday 25th November 
7.30pm 

Sacred Heart Church Borris 
 
 

Confirmation 2026 
 

Saturday 21st February 11am Sacred Heart Church Borris 
Saturday 21st February 2pm St. Patrick’s Church 

Ballymurphy 
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First Holy Communion 2026 
 

Saturday 9th May 11am St. Patrick’s Church Ballymurphy 
Saturday 16th May 11am Sacred Heart Church Borris 

 
 

 
Cemetery Masses & Blessing of Graves* 

 
Kiltennel Cemetery 

Sunday 21st June 12.30pm 
Rosary & Blessing of Graves 

 
Sacred Heart Cemetery Borris 

Friday 26th June 7.30pm 
Mass & Blessing of Graves 

 
Clonagoose Cemetery 

Friday 3rd July 7.30pm 
Mass & Blessing of Graves 

 
Rathanna Cemetery 
Sunday 2nd August 3pm 

Mass & Blessing of Graves 
 

Ballymurphy Cemetery 
Sunday 30th August 3pm 

Mass & Blessing of Graves 
 

*Subject to Weather on the Day/Evening 
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Masses in our Deanery/Pastoral Area 
 

 

Borris Parish Mass Times 
 

Weekly Mass Times 
 

Saturday   Ballymurphy  7.30pm 
 

Sunday    Rathanna   9.30am 

    Borris    11.00am 

 

Wednesday  Borris    10.00am 
 

Friday    Borris    7.30pm 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place in the 

Sacred Heart Church, Borris each Wednesday after the 

10am mass until 1.00pm.    
 
 
 

Graiguenamanagh Mass Times  
 

Saturday:  Mass in Duiske Abbey at 7.00pm 

 

Sunday:   Mass in Skeoughvosteen at 9.30am 

   Mass in Duiske Abbey at 11.00am 

 

Monday to Friday: Mass in Duiske Abbey at 10am 
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St. Mullins Mass Times 2026  

 

Saturday:  Mass in Drummond at 7.00pm 

 

Sunday:   Mass in Glynn at 10.00am 

 

Wednesday:  Mass in Drummond 9.30am 

 

Holydays of Obligation Masses in Drummond at 10am 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in  

Drummond Church every Thursday at 2-3pm. 

The church is open every day for private visits. 

 
 
 

Paulstown Mass Times  
 

Saturday:  Mass in Goresbridge at 7.30pm 

 

Sunday:   Mass in Goresbridge at 10.00am 

   Mass in Paulstown at 11.30am 
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Borris Active Retirement 
 

Borris Active Retirement group meet each Monday 
in the Library in Borris from 2.30pm to 4.30pm.  
New members are always welcome…from 55years 
upwards!  It may be a chance to get out of the house 
for an hour or two to meet and to chat with others, 
especially now as the long evenings draw in.  

 
 
 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 
 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in or hour 

battle.  Be our protection against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly 

pray; And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host,  by 

the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil 

spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of 

souls. 

 

 

 
Come and See 

 
Men & Women, aged 18-40, interested in exploring the 

Carmelite Way of Life with Carmelite Friars and Nuns.  

 

Where? Avila Carmelite Centre, Dublin, DO4 YF66.  

 

When? 28th February 2026, 10:30am – 4pm. 
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COST FREE. Light lunch provided. 

 

Please Register Before 25th February by email 

opendayAvila@gmail.com 

 

Nuns: www.carmelitesisters.ie 

 

Friars: www.ocd.ie 

 
 
 

 
Borris St. Mullins Community Games 

 

Borris St. Mullins Community Games are currently seeking 

children interested in participating in chess. We are also on 

the lookout for adults (who play chess!) who could share their 

knowledge with the children.  

 

They would need to be Garda Vetted through Community 

Games and this process takes a number of weeks.  

 

Children interested in playing or  

Adults interested in volunteering  

Please contact  

borris-st-mullins@communitygames.eu  

or 0872806888. 
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Family Carers Ireland 
 

 

Family Carers Ireland have launched their Christmas Raffle 

and you could win €1,000 cash, €500 select hotels voucher or 

a hotel voucher. 
 

Please support family carers in your community by 

purchasing a ticket at www.familycarers.ie/christmas   
 

Thank You! 

 
 
 
 

Library News 
 
Get 7 day access to your local library, 8am to 10pm! 

  

My Open Library is the self-service initiative that lets you use 

library facilities beyond regular opening hours from 8am to 

10pm, seven days a week! 

 

At participating libraries during these times, you can Borrow 

and return books; Read and Study in a quiet space; Access 

Wi-Fi and computers; Print, scan and photocopy; Use meeting 

Spaces 

  

My Open Library operates 365 days a year and is simple and 

free to use, Register today at your local participating library. 
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My Open Library is operating in Tullow, Bagenalstown & 

Borris Library Branches, 

  
For more info: 

Drop in to Tullow Library 

Or contact us on 059 913 6299 

  

Drop in to Muinebheag Library 

Or contact us on 059 912 9703 

  

Drop in to Borris Library 

Or contact us on 059 9170350 

 
 
 
 

Forever Fit Carlow 
 

Balance and resistance training Borris, Myshall, Carlow & 

Tullow 
 

Further information: Email: foreverfitcarlow@gmail.com 

Phone: 085 801 4138 
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First Reading    
 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah. 
  
Seek the Lord, all you, the humble of the earth, who obey his 
commands.  Seek integrity, seek humility: you may perhaps find 
shelter on the day of the anger of the Lord.   
 
In your midst I will leave a humble and lowly people, and those 
who are left in Israel will seek refuge in the name of the Lord.  
They will do no wrong, will tell no lies; and the perjured tongue 
will no longer be found in their mouths.  But they will be able to 
graze and rest with no one to disturb them. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
 
Response:  How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 
It is the Lord who keeps faith forever, 
 who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
   the Lord, who sets prisoners free.   
Response:  How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 
It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
   who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
   and upholds the widow and orphan.   
Response:  How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
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It is the Lord who loves the just 
   but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign forever, 
   Zion’s God, from age to age. 
Response:  How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 
Second Reading  
 
A reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians. 
  
Take yourselves for instance at the time when you were called: 
how many of you were wise in the ordinary sense of the word, 
how many were influential people, or came from noble 
families? No, it was to shame the wise that God chose what is 
foolish by human reckoning, and to shame what is strong that 
he chose what is weak by human reckoning; those whom the 
world thinks common and contemptible are the ones that God 
has chosen – those who are nothing at all to show up those who 
are everything.  
 
 
The human race has nothing to boast about to God, but you, 
God has made members of Christ Jesus and by God’s doing he 
has become our wisdom, and our virtue, and our holiness, and 
our freedom. As scripture says: if anyone wants to boast, let 
him boast about the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
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